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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is responsive to communication filed on 02/28/2002. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-7, and 12-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
unpatentable by Bishop (Bishop) U.S. Patent No. 6,377,782. 

Regarding claim 1, Bishop discloses a method of connecting to a wireless 
communication access point comprising: 

a) an initiator device broadcasting a first wireless message to a plurality 
of potential access point devices, said initiator device storing therein a list of 
recognized device addresses for connecting thereto (column 13, lines 54-67; 
column 14, lines 1-34\ note that the initiator here is the NAID)\ 

b) said initiator device receiving a plurality of second wireless messages 
from a set of said plurality of potential access point devices (column 14, lines 35-67)\ 

c) said initiator device comparing device addresses of said plurality of 
second wireless messages for address matches with said list of recognized 
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device addresses (column 13, lines 66-67; column 14, lines 1-26; column 23, 
lines 34-67); 

d) applying a fitness function to address matches of said c) to determine 

a single address (column 13, lines 60-67; column 14, lines 1-26; column 23, lines 
34-67)\ and 

e) connecting to an access point device corresponding to said single 
address (column 13, lines 60-67; column 14, lines 1-26; column 23, lines 34-67). 

Regarding claim 2, Bishop discloses the method as described in Claim 1 
wherein set of said plurality of potential access point devices is defined by a 
quantity of device threshold (column 8, lines 18-22; column 23, lines 18-33). 

Regarding claim 3, Bishop discloses the method as described in Claim 1 
wherein set of said plurality of potential access point devices is defined by a time 
of discovery threshold (column 23, lines 4-33). 

Regarding claim 4, Bishop discloses the method as described in Claim 1 
wherein said fitness function comprises an occupancy level less than a 
predetermined threshold (column 8, lines 11-22). 

Regarding claim 5, Bishop discloses the method as described in Claim 1 
wherein said fitness function comprises signal strength greater than a 
predetermined threshold (column 23, lines 18-33). 

Regarding claim 6, Bishop discloses the method as recited in Claim 1 
wherein said fitness function comprises residing within a predetermined physical 
distance (column 8, lines 51-67). 
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Regarding claim 7, Bishop discloses the method as recited in Claim 1 
wherein said initiator device and said responding device are Bluetooth-enabled 
devices (column 10, lines 44-67). 

Regarding claim 12, Bishop discloses a wireless communication device 
comprising: 

a bus (fig. 1, item 730; column 15, lines 32-67); 
a wireless transceiver unit coupled to said bus for communicating with 
responding devices (fig. 7, item 732; column 2, lines 52-64; column 6 f 43-53; 
column 15, lines 52-67; column 16, lines 1-5); 

a memory cache coupled to said bus (column 15, lines 51-67; fig. 7, item 734); 
and 

a processor coupled to said bus, said processor for performing a method 
for selecting and connecting to a responding access point device (fig. 7, items 
726, and 738; column 15, lines 42-67; column 16, lines 1-18), said method 
comprising: 

a) an initiator device broadcasting a first wireless message to a plurality 

of potential access point devices, said initiator device storing therein a list of 
recognized device addresses for connecting thereto (column 14, lines 35-67)] 

b) said initiator device receiving a plurality of second wireless messages 

from a set of said plurality of potential access point devices (column 14, lines 35- 

67); 

c) said initiator device comparing device addresses of said plurality of 
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second wireless messages for address matches with said list of recognized 
device addresses (column 13, lines 60-67; column 14, lines 1-26; column 23, 
lines 34-67); 

d) applying a fitness function to address matches of said c) to determine 
a single address; and 

e) connecting to an access point device corresponding to said single 
address (column 13, lines 60-67; column 14, lines 1-26; column 23, lines 34-67). 

Regarding claim 13, Bishop discloses the method as described in 
Claim 12 wherein set of said plurality of potential access point devices is defined 
by a quantity of device threshold (column 8, lines 18-22; column 23, lines 18-33). 

Regarding claim 14, Bishop discloses the method as described in 
Claim 12 wherein set of said plurality of potential access point devices is defined 
by a time of discovery threshold (column 23, lines 4-33). 

Regarding claim 15, Bishop discloses the method as described in 
Claim 12 wherein said fitness function comprises an occupancy level less than a 
predetermined threshold (column 8, lines 1 1-22). 

Regarding claim 16, Bishop discloses the method as described in 
Claim 12 wherein said fitness function comprises signal strength greater than a 
predetermined threshold (column 23, lines 18-33). 

Regarding claim 17, Bishop discloses the method as recited in Claim 12 
wherein said fitness function comprises residing within a predetermined physical 
distance (column 8, lines 51-67). 
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Regarding claim 18, Bishop discloses the method as recited in Claim 12 
wherein said initiator device and said responding device are Bluetooth-enabled 
devices {column 10, lines 44-67). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

5. Claims 8-11, and 19-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bishop in view of Calvert (Calvert), U.S. Patent No. 6,526,275 
B1. 

Regarding claim 8, Bishop discloses the invention as claimed. Bishop teaches 
the wireless communication access point of claim 1 , but does not specifically 
discloses a method wherein said access point device is coupled to a network 
comprising a network server. 

In the same field on endeavor, Calvert discloses "...a wireless system couple to a 
context engine server..." [see Calvert, fig. 1, item 109; column 4, lines 1-33]. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
networking art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated Calvert's 
teachings of using an access point coupled with a network server, with the 
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teachings of Bishop, for the purpose of "allowing the system to have desired 
processing capabilities ..." as stated by Calvert in lines 25-40 of column 5. By 
this rationale claim 8 is rejected. 

Regarding claim 9, the combination Bishop-Calvert discloses the method of 
Claim 8 wherein a list of all current network access point addresses is maintained on 
said network server [see Calvert, column 7, lines 45-67; column 8, lines 1-22]. The 
same motivation that was utilized in the combination of claim 8, applies equally as well 
to claim 9 [see Calvert, column 5, lines 25-40]. By this rationale claim 9 are rejected. 



j 

s 
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Regarding claim 10, the combination Bishop-Calvert discloses the 
method as recited in Claim 9 wherein said list of access point addresses of c) is 
compared to said list of current network access point addresses, any differences 
being updated within said list of access point addresses in said memory cache of 
said initiator device [see Bishop, column 14, lines 35-67; see Calvert, column 8, 
lines 23-67]. The same motivation that was utilized in the combination of claim 8, 
applies equally as well to claim 10 [see Calvert, column 5, lines 25-40]. By this 
rationale claim 10 are rejected. 

Regarding claim 11, the combination Bishop-Calvert discloses the 
method of Claim 9 wherein said initiator device abstracts said list of access point 
addresses into a single abstract name [see Bishop, column 14, lines 35-67; see 
Calvert, column 8, lines 23-67]. The same motivation that was utilized in the 
combination of claim 8, applies equally as well to claim 1 1 [see Calvert, column 
5, lines 25-40]. By this rationale claim 11 are rejected. 

Regarding claim 19, the combination Bishop-Calvert discloses the 
method as recited in Claim 12 wherein said access point device is coupled to a 
network comprising a network server [see Bishop, fig. 1, item 109; column 4, 
lines 1-33]. The same motivation that was utilized in the combination of claim 8, 
applies equally as well to claim 19 [see Calvert, column 5, lines 25-40]. By this 
rationale claim 19 are rejected. 

Regarding claim 20, the combination Bishop-Calvert discloses the 
method of Claim 19 wherein a list of all current network access point addresses 
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is maintained on said network server [see Calvert, column 7, lines 45-67; column 
8, lines 1-22]. The same motivation that was utilized in the combination of claim 
8, applies equally as well to claim 20 [see Calvert, column 5, lines 25-401 By this 
rationale claim 20 are rejected. 

Regarding claim 21, the combination Bishop-Calvert discloses the 
method as recited in Claim 20 wherein said list of access point addresses of c) is 
compared to said list of current network access point addresses, any differences 
being updated within said list of access point addresses in said memory cache of 
said initiator device [see Bishop, column 14, lines 35-67; see Calvert, column 8, 
lines 23-67]. The same motivation that was utilized in the combination of claim 8, 
applies equally as well to claim 21 [see Calvert, column 5, lines 25-40]. By this 
rationale claim 21 are rejected. 

Regarding claim 22, the combination Bishop-Calvert discloses the 
method of Claim 20 wherein said initiator device abstracts said list of access 
point addresses into a single abstract name [see Bishop, column 14, lines 35-67; 
see Calvert, column 8, lines 23-67]. The same motivation that was utilized in the 
combination of claim 8, applies equally as well to claim 22 [see Calvert, column 
5, lines 25-40]. By this rationale claim 22 are rejected. 

Regarding claim 23, the combination Bishop-Calvert discloses in a 
wireless communication device having a wireless transceiver and a memory 
cache comprising a list of access point addresses, a method for updating said list 
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of access point addresses [see Bishop; fig. 7, items 726, 730, 732, 734, and 738] 
comprising: 

a) connecting said wireless communication device with a network server, said 
network server comprising a list of current network access point addresses for a 
network [see Calvert, fig. 1, item 109; column 4, lines 1-33). 

b) comparing said list of access point addresses to said list of current 
network access point addresses [see Bishop, column 14, lines 35-67; see 
Calvert, column 8, lines 23-67]\ 

c) adding to said list of access point addresses in said memory cache of 

said wireless communication device any addresses found on said list of current 
network access point addresses and not found on said list of access point 
addresses [see Bishop, column 14, lines 35-67; see Calvert, column 8, lines 23- 
67]\ and 

d) deleting from said list of access point addresses in said memory 

cache of said wireless communication device any addresses not found on said 
list of current network access point addresses and found on said list of access 
point addresses [see Bishop, column 14, lines 35-67; see Calvert, column 8, 
lines 23-67]. The same motivation that was utilized in the combination of claim 8, 
applies equally as well to claim 23 [see Calvert, column 5, lines 25-40], By this 
rationale claim 23 are rejected. 

Regarding claim 24, the combination Bishop-Calvert discloses the 
method as recited in Claim 23 wherein said wireless communication device is a 
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Bluetooth-enabled device [see Bishop, column 10, lines 44-67]. The same 
motivation that was utilized in the combination of claim 8, applies equally as well 
to claim 24 [see Calvert, column 5, lines 25-40}. By this rationale claim 24 are 
rejected. 

Regarding claim 25, the combination Bishop-Calvert discloses the 
method as recited in Claim 23 wherein connecting said wireless communication 
device with a network server comprises connecting through an access point [see 
Bishop, fig. 3, items 305-315]. The same motivation that was utilized in the 
combination of claim 8, applies equally as well to claim 25 [see Calvert, column 
5, lines 25-40]. By this rationale claim 25 are rejected. 

Regarding claim 26, the combination Bishop-Calvert discloses the 
method as recited in Claim 23 wherein said access point is a Bluetooth enabled 
device [see Bishop, column 10, lines 44-67]. The same motivation that was 
utilized in the combination of claim 8, applies equally as well to claim 26[see 
Calvert, column 5, lines 25-40]. By this rationale claim 26 are rejected. 

Regarding claim 27, the combination Bishop-Calvert discloses the 
method as recited in Claim 23 wherein said wireless communication device is a 
portable computer system [see Calvert, column 4, lines 34-48]. The same 
motivation that was utilized in the combination of claim 8, applies equally as well 
to claim 27 [see Calvert, column 5, lines 25-40]. By this rationale claim 27 are 
rejected. 
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Conclusion 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
examiner should be directed to Jude Jean-Gilles whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-3914. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 
and every other Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, David Wiley, can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 305-3719. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-3900. 

Jude Jean-Gilles 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2143 

JJG 

April 15, 2005 



3& 



DAUIbJMtEY 
SUPERVISORttoTEMT examiner 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 




